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This year has been one to remember,  
both in difficult and joyful ways.  
Through all the triumphs and tests, all of us at 
DMARC are grateful for the positive force for 
good that DMARC is, thanks to the combined  
efforts of each one of our board members,  
staff members, volunteers, donors, and  
community partners.
 
With rising food prices and economic  
challenges, we weathered unprecedented  
demand for our services last year, much of  
it from first time visitors. Unfortunately,  
“unprecedented” is no longer figurative  
hyperbole, but simply a descriptor of the con-
stant upward pressure DMARC faces from folks 
seeking food assistance every day. Nearly every 
month of fiscal year 2024 – 2025 brought us a 
new level of need. Thank you to our generous  
donors and volunteers who consistently 
stepped forward to match the necessity with 
unselfish care for their neighbors facing  
inadequate nutrition.
 
I had the chance to bring a friend to the pantry 
this year. She faces an unexpected divorce, the 
need to find gainful employment with little 
experience, and the challenge of securing  
childcare for two young children. DMARC helps 
her provide some of her family’s nutritional 
needs, which frees up much needed resources 
for these other requirements.
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 DMARC saw several personnel changes,  
including the significant transition from our 
long-time CEO, Matt Unger, to our new leader, 
Kathy Underhill. From his first day on the job, 
Matt said he expected to serve for about five 
years, as he strongly believes in new  
leadership and new perspectives on a regular 
basis. Matt’s vision has paid off, as we all  
benefit from Kathy’s experience and perspective 
as she leads DMARC forward into a new era.
 
We’re also grateful to bring together religious  
communities from around the metro in our 
efforts to build understanding and help those 
in need. Feeding the hungry is a common value 
for all our religious partners, and we are  
grateful for their participation in food drives, 
Songs of Gratitude, and Meet Your  
Religious Neighbor events.
 
Every time the situation with food insecurity 
looks bleak and we contemplate having to 
change our operations or the food we offer, our 
community steps forward. With your help, we 
continue to offer a dignified pantry experience, 
providing an inventory of staple items visitors 
can count on finding at our 14 partner pantries, 
with the assistance of our kind community. This 
annual report provides you a window of what 
we’ve been able to do together this year at 
DMARC. Thank you.

A CONTINUED  
VISION OF  
MEETING THE NEED
Rachel Collier Murdock
DMARC PAST BOARD PRESIDENT 
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4,000+ Volunteers gave their time
Volunteers across DMARC and the Food Pantry Network in FY25  

dedicated 111,605 hours and provided the equivalent of 54 Full-Time staff.

$150,000+  raised at Spring Greens 
DMARC's Signature Fundraising event, Spring Greens, 

 continues to make a difference because of you!  A special thank you  
to Event Co-chairs Sheila Nelson & Erica Turner, and all the members 
of the planning committee for making this a special evening.

As affordability and the cost of food remain a hurdle for many, 
food pantries are stepping up to help people fill that gap.

79,000+ people helped 
1.6 Million lbs 

of produce  
distributed.

A YEAR AT A GLANCE AT

DMARC would like to celebrate the following  
individuals who have either left a portion of 
their estate to DMARC or who have elected to do 
so in the future this past fiscal year.  Every donor 
who leaves a legacy is automatically a part of 
DMARC’s Just One Legacy Society. We are proud 
to recognize the lasting impact that these  
individuals have chosen to make through  
DMARC and meeting basic human needs.

Mark and Dee Batchelder
Dean and Alice Berning Charitable Trust**
Anonymous Just One Society Member (2)
Rex R. Cook Charitable Trust** 
Phil and Diana Sickles 
** Deceased

Want to learn more about how you can help DMARC through 
planned giving?  Visit: dmarcunited.org/justonesocietyInside you will find...  

You drove our work 
forward! 

 
Hundreds of groups hosted a 
food and fund drive over the 
course of the year helping to 

provide some of our most  
needed items and raising  

awareness in their community. 
This totalled over $125k donated 
and over $50k of food donated.
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 DES MOINES 

We offer a nutritionally balanced three-day supply of food to households once 
per month, as well as additional food items on a daily basis. All this is possible 
through our partnership with 14 independenly operating food pantry locations 
across the Des Moines Metro. 
 7.3 million lbs of food was distributed last fiscal year across every corner of the 
DSM metro through the DMARC Food Pantry Network. Over 40% of Over 40% of that food that food 
was purchasedwas purchased, provided by, or reimbursed by DMARC directly., provided by, or reimbursed by DMARC directly.

NEITHER ENTIRELY A FOOD 
BANK, NOR FOOD PANTRY...   
DMARC HELP FILLS THE GAP  
BETWEEN BOTH.

  W
EST DES MOINES 

CL

IVE & URBANDALE     
   ANKENY

FOOD PANTRY PARTNERS

The DMARC Delivery Program 
provides another option for 
those who face barriers  
getting to a physical pantry.  
Since starting in 2020,  
the program has assisted 
6,770+ individuals. 



COLLABORATION is in our DNA
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DMARC CEO Kathy Underhill and 
Tami Neilson, Food Bank of Iowa 
CEO visited  with Families Forward 
Food Pantry Manager Kiana Hines 
and other pantry partners during 
Hunger Action Month. 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
DMARC is promoting understanding & cooperation 
among people across faiths, and of no faith. We 
build bridges through educational programs like 
our adult and youth interfaith camp and  
collaborative projects like ‘Meet My Religious 
Neighbor’ events. Our interfaith foundation  
continues to guide our work and bring people 
together to help our neighbors and celebrate 
and explore our differences.

INTERFAITH   
ENGAGEMENT

SHORTENING THE LINE  
AT FOOD PANTRIES... 

It is a moral imperative for our organization to 
not only address food insecurity, but also the 
root causes that lead someone to a food pantry. 
DMARC continues to advocate for strengthening 
our existing tools like SNAP and advocating for 
new ones for those in need.

ADVOCACY  
AND EDUCATION

When you visit your local grocer, it is a 
rare occurrence that they ran out of  
something as basic as pasta sauce or  
peanut butter. This hasn’t always been the 
case for those that rely on a food pantry. 

This is what makes the DMARC Food 
Pantry Network special – it is built 
around ensuring this never happens.

Meals from the Heartland, Animal Rescue 
League of Iowa, and many other partners 
provide ongoing donation support to help 
fill essential needs for pantry visitors. In 
2023, a formal partnership was created 
with the ARL of Iowa to help get donated 
pet supplies to pantries more efficiently, 
assisting over 2,600 pets a year.

The power of a local network of partners helped us provide food for more than 79,000 
individuals in FY25. Our warehouse model enables us to stretch your dollar further. 
purchasing up to 6x more food than you can with funds at the grocery store by 
purchasing in bulk. DMARC also reimburses the shared maintanance fee for food  
provided by the Food Bank of Iowa, ensuring healthy pantry staples.

Highlights of FY25: 
 
- Choose Iowa Food Purchasing Pilot 
becomes law with matching funds  
for feeding organizations.
 
- Healthy Kids Iowa pilot launches,  
new program presents challenges,  
but keeps summer hunger in public forum.

Highlights of FY25:

In partnership with the Comparison Project 
at Drake University, the ninth Iowa Interfaith 
Youth Leadership camp marks an important 
milestone as over 140 camp alumni continue 
their interfaith leadership in the community. 



FY25 - Thank you for your Support

$25,000 and up

Ankeny First United Methodist Church
Lutheran Church of Hope
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Pius X Catholic Church
Iowa Annual Conference of the  
United Methodist Church

Individuals  

$25,000 and up
Jack Bell
Anonymous
Robert and Barbara Burnett
C. Dean and Sandra Carlson
Marilyn J. Carlson
Diane and Mike Heid
Anonymous
James Waters

$10,000 -$24,999

Sarabeth and William Anderson
Daniel and Susan Bachman
Anonymous
Ned and Michelle Burmeister
Barbara A. Crowley
Mary Kay Dial
Lendie Follett and Paul Clausen
Barbara and Michael Gartner
Patricia L. Goetz
Paul Hayes and Debra Hayes
Trudy Holman Hurd
Dennis A. Krueger
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ronald Paine
Craig and Susan Schrader
Bruce and Linda Simonton
John and Ellen Sundblad
Dotty Thurston
Gregory and Joni Tigges
Dante Toriello
Paul and Judy Wenz

(* denotes deceased)

In-kind donors
BUSINESSES
5HT Pathway LLC/  
Elma Transport Inc.
America's Service Line
Bankers Trust
Big West Express
Blk & Bold
Blue Rhino Logistics
Capital City Fruit
Contel Fresh
Corteva
Costco - Ankeny
Diversified Distributing
Exile Brewing Company LLC
Fareway - Grimes
Fareway - Mills Civic
Farmers Mutual  
Hail Insurance of Iowa
First Choice Distribution
Hester Trucking Inc.
Highland Wholesale Foods
Hy-Vee - Grimes
Hy-Vee - Southridge
Hy-Vee - Valley West
Hy-Vee Drug #7082
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Iowa Bankers Association
Iowa Cubs Baseball
JDSO Inc
JST Transportation
Krispy Kreme
Lomar Distributing
Midwest Foundation Repair Inc.
Old Dominion Freight Line
Prince Transport Inc.
RGG Forwarding LLC
Sam's Club
Scheels All Sports
Target - Southridge
Walmart - Windsor Heights
Wellmark BlueCross & BlueShield
Wells Fargo
Whole Foods Market

$10,000 -$24,999
Andersen Corporate Foundation
Athene USA
Bayer Foundation 
Dean L. and Alice J. Berning  
Charitable Trust
Bridgestone of the Americas Foundation
Dotdash Meredith

SMART Honda, a part of the Gurley 
Leep Automotive Family 
Iowa Clinic Healthcare Foundation 
Anonymous
MH Equipment
NCMIC Group, Inc.

The Noble Foundation
Principal Financial Group 
Foundation 
State of Iowa –  
Iowa Department of  
Agriculture & Lands  
Stewardship
West Bank 

$10,000 -$24,999 

Covenant Presbyterian Church
Des Moines Intentional Eucharistic Community  
First Baptist Church
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Our Lady's Immaculate Heart Catholic Church
St. Joseph Catholic Church
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Catholic Church
West Des Moines Christian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church

Organizations, Businesses, Foundations & Other Groups

$50,000 - $99,999
CasterFrame, P.C.
Prairie Meadows Racetrack & Casino 

UCare Foundation
Variety the Children's Charity

$25,000 -$49,999
EMC Insurance Companies Sammons Financial Group

$100,000 + 
The City of Des Moines

Polk County Community Grants 

Ernest & Florence Sargent Family Foundation

The Mid-Iowa Health Foundation

United Way of Central Iowa

- Note that the above numbers include gifts made by individual members and the congregation as a whole.

ORGANIZATIONS
Animal Rescue League of Iowa
Girl Scouts of Greater Iowa
Iowa Gardening for Good
Iowa Waste Exchange
Meals from the Heartland
Meals From the Market
Merrill Middle School
NALC Des Moines Chapter
Roofers Local 142
Sherman Hill Association
The Pet Project Midwest
United Way of Central Iowa
USW-United Steel  
Workers Local 310
WIC

INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous Donors
Tom and Cindy Fischer
Doug and Eileen Gross
Connie Humphrey
Rhonda and Jim Judge
Emily and Nicholas Webb

CONGREGATIONS
Ankeny First United  
Methodist Church
Capitol Hill Christian Church
Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-Day Saints
Highland Park Christian Church
Our Lady's Immaculate  
Heart Catholic Church
Polk City United  
Methodist Church
St. Augustin Catholic Church
Temple B'Nai Jeshurun
Union Park Presbyterian Church
Union Park United  
Methodist Church
Wakonda Christian Church

Congregations



FINANCIALS

Fundraising $433,524 7%

Food Pantry Network

Administrative

Advocacy and Education

Total Expenses

Interfaith Engagement

$5,280,430

$419,196

$153,135

$6,350,478

$64,193

83%

7%

2%
1%

PROGRAM SERVICES EXPENSES

SUPPORTING SERVICES EXPENSES

Organizations/Groups

Individuals

Total Support*

Total Net Assets

In-Kind Contributions

Congregations

Investments

Grants

Events/Miscellaneous

Planned Giving

$242,408

$2,228,409

$7,613,570

$9,728,646

$2,594,153

$501,894

$124,510

$1,044,154

$151,461

$643,437

3%

29%
34%

7%

2%

14%

2%

8%

SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Program Total $ 5,497,758

Miscellaneous $59,891 <1%
Change in Value of Endow Iowa Fund $28,425 <1%

A little makes a big impact.  
There’s been times where we have come here 
with nothing at home and been able to work it 
out one day at a time because of the pantry.  
I really appreciate everyone here.

- Michele,  
Urbandale Food Pantry Visitor 

Loss on sale of property $5,172

Supporting Services Total: $ 852,720

FY25 STAFF:

MATT UNGER,
Chief Executive Officer

LESLIE L. GARMAN, CFRE,
Director of Development & Outreach

REBECCA WHITLOW,
Food Pantry Network Director
 

CHLOE BALD
QUENTIN CONDO
MICHELLE CHUMBLEY 
TY DAVIS
LUKE ELZINGA
KELLY ERICKSON
CARL EVANS
ANDREW FIRESTINE 
RANDY HUYNH
SARAH MCCRORY
DENNIS MINARICH
PATRICK MINOR 
NICOLE NEAL
LISA THOMAS
REV. SARAH TRONE GARRIOTT 
DARIUS VICTRUM
BLAKE WILLADSEN 
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DMARC    is an Interfaith Organization with a mission of Working Together 

to Meet Basic Human Needs for the greater Des Moines community.

WELCOME TO 

OUR TEAM  

Kathy Underhill, 

CEO 

FY25 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

RACHEL COLLIER MURDOCK,
President
LENDIE R. FOLLETT, PH.D.
President Elect

REV. RACHEL MITHELMAN
Secretary
SHASHANK AURORA,
Treasurer
LISA LOGAN, 
Past President
 

JACK BELL
DENISE BUBECK 
RANDY JENSEN
TARA KRAMER 
BRIAN MCCORMAC
SHEILA NELSON
TIM QUICK
MATT ROBERTS
RON BEANE (Advisory)

FY26 BOARD LEADERSHIP 
 

LENDIE R. FOLLETT, PH.D.,
President

JACK BELL, 
President Elect

SHEILA NELSON, 
Secretary

SHASHANK AURORA,
Treasurer
RACHEL COLLIER MURDOCK,
Past President

515-277-6969   |    info@dmarcunited.org   |    @DMARCunited              Des Moines Area Religious Council

“I’m a working mom and I still 
have to rely on the food pantry 
to get me over the hump during 
the month. I love coming here... 

Thank you Guys!”

- Tenesha,  
Johnston Food Pantry Visitor




